From  the 
Editor 

Sports  Illustrated  has  its  swimsuit 
issue,  Scientific  American  has  its 
ecology  issue,  Time  magazine  has  its 
man  (or  woman)  of  the  year  issue,  so 
why  don’t  we,  here  at  The  Coin  Collec¬ 
tor,  have  a  special  issue?  Here  it  is:  Our 
own  special  issue  all  about  United 
States  gold  coins! 

This  “golden  idea”  came  about  at 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 
convention  in  Detroit,  where  we  ac¬ 
quired  a  very  nice  holding  of  American 
gold  coins,  with  emphasis  on  the  $5, 
$10,  and  $20  denominations.  We 
present  them  for  the  first  time  here. 

Check  the  listings  carefully,  from 
beginning  to  end,  and  use  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  start  a  gold  coin  collection  or 
to  add  to  one  you  already  have. 

Gold  coins  are  incredibly  romantic! 

I  recall  owning  my  first  gold  coin  in  the 
early  1950s.  It  was  an  1855-S  $20 
double  eagle,  not  a  particularly  rare 
date  then  or  now,  but  one  that  was 
very  impressive  to  me,  a  teen-ager  just 
starting  in  the  rare  coin  business.  I 
had  never  seen  or  held  a  coin  so 
heavy. 

It  evoked  many  thoughts  in  my 
mind.  Where  had  it  been  since  the 
Gold  Rush  days  when  it  was  minted  in 
California?  What  things  did  it  buy? 
Who  owned  it?  How  did  it  reach  the 
East  Coast-by  clipper  ship  around  the 
Horn?  By  ship  to  Panama,  then  rail¬ 
road  over  the  isthmus,  then  ship  again 
to  New  Orleans  or  New  York?  Or,  did 
it  circulate  on  the  West  Coast  for 
years,  then  come  east  by  train  (the  first 
transcontinental  rail  link  was  in  1869, 
when  my  coin  was  14  years  old)? 

Ever  since  those  days,  I  have  really 
enjoyed  gold  coins.  In  the  meantime,  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  cataloguing  and 
offering  for  sale  the  Eliasberg  U.S. 
Gold  Coin  Collection,  which  contained, 
among  1,200  other  coins,  the  only 
known  specimen  of  the  1870-S  $3 
gold  and  the  only  1822  $5  in  private 
hands,  and  other  important  gold  col¬ 
lections. 

While  handling  great  rarities  is  very 
satisfying,  a  common,  lightly  worn 
Liberty  Head  $20  of  the  19th  century, 
reminiscent  of  the  1855-S  I  had  years 
ago,  still  creates  a  feeling  of  romance 
and  nostalgia. 

In  this  spirit,  all  of  us  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  present 
to  you  a  really  nice  selection  of  United 
States  gold  coins  from  dollars  to  double 
eagles. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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Commentary 

“With  the  ever-circling  years,  comes  ’round 
the  age  of  gold,”  a  popular  Christmas  carol 
suggests. 

“The  days  of  old,  the  days  of  gold,  the  days  of 
’49,”  was  a  popular  phrase  in  1949  when  the 
centennial  of  the  California  Gold  Rush  was  cel¬ 
ebrated. 

And  then  we  have  such  phrases  as  “golden 
opportunity,”  “the  gold  standard,”  “the  Golden 
Rule,”  and,  in  Olympic  contests,  “Go  for  the 
gold!” 

In  numismatics,  you  can  literally  “go  for  the 
gold”  and  build  a  nice  type  set  or  date  collection 
of  American  gold  coins,  and  often  at  surprisingly 
low  cost  While  the  terms  “gold  coin”  and  “low 
cost”  might  at  first  seem  contradictory,  consider 
this: 

There  are  dozens  of  different  varieties  of 


GO  FOR  THE  GOLD! 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

United  States  gold  coins  minted  from  the  1850s 
through  the  1920s,  containing  about  one  ounce 
of  gold  and  having  a  melt-down  or  bullion  value 
of,  say  $375  (the  price  varies  daily),  which  can  be 
bought  for  less  than  twice  melt  value,  or  less  than 
$750!  In  fact,  if  you  were  to  set  $600  as  a  price 
limit  for  $20  gold  coins,  you  could  still  buy 
dozens! 

The  Days  of  Gold 

From  the  first  United  States  gold  coins  minted 
in  1795  (the  $5  gold  half  eagle  was  first  produced 
in  the  summer  of  that  year)  to  the  last  circulating 
pieces  made  in  1933,  plus  gold  commemorative 
coins,  there  are  about  1,200  to  1,300  major 
varieties  of  importance  to  the  numismatist  The 
majority  of  these  are  not  rarities  and  are,  in  fact, 
quite  affordable.  And,  no  doubt,  they  are  among 
the  most  interesting  and  romantic  of  all  coins  to 


collect. 

Over  the  centuries,  gold  has  been  the  most 
desired,  most  admired,  most  respected  standard 
of  value.  The  term  “good  as  gold”  has  meaning. 
Gold  has  been  desired  since  ancient  times.  Today, 
many  financial  experts  and  advisors  like  gold  as 
a  store  of  value,  and  for  whatever  protection  it 
may  offer  against  runaway  inflation,  soaring  gov¬ 
ernment  deficits,  and  the  like.  The  Dow  Theory 
Letters,  by  Richard  Russell,  is  one  of  my  favorite 
newsletters.  In  recent  months,  Mr.  Russell  has 
been  very  bullish  on  gold. 

My  point  is  not  to  suggest  that  you  invest  in 
gold,  but  to  state  that  if  you  would  like  to  buy  gold 
for  this  reason,  then  for  a  relatively  modest 
premium,  you  can  buy  choice,  rare,  and  interest- 

(continued  on  page  4) 


1871  Currier  and  Ives  print,  small  folio, 

12-3/4  inch  by  17  inch  paper  size,  print  titled 
“Gold  Mining  in  California”  nicely  matted, 
recently,  with  suitable  frame.  This  is  an 
original  print  and  is  among  the  select  Currier 
and  Ives  views  designated  as  the  “Top  50”  by 
the  Historical  Print  Society.  Moreover,  the 
previous  time  a  survey  was  taken,  1930, 
prominent  Currier  and  Ives  connoisseurs 
also  named  this  image  as  one  of  the  “Top  50.” 
You  can  see  this  subject  has  stood  the  test  of 
time!  The  print  is  a  lithograph  on  stone, 
hand-colored  in  the  manner  of  all  original 
Currier  and  Ives  prints,  and  was  copyrighted 
1871.  Shown  is  a  scene  in  the  rugged  hills  of 
California,  with  a  gold  sluice  in  the  fore¬ 
ground,  and  to  the  lower  right  another  miner 
washing  gold  with  a  pan,  while  on  the  bank 
of  the  stream  is  a  wooden  “rocker”  of  long 
Tom.  In  the  distance  on  the  hill  three  other 
miners  are  seen  with  a  monitor  hose  washing 
away  a  hillside  in  quest  for  gold,  while  in  the 
background  are  miners’  cabins,  pine  trees, 
rocky  mountains,  and  two  miners  with  picks. 
A  finer  office  of  home  display  item,  a  “go- 
with”  for  any  collection  of  territorial  private 
gold  coins,  cannot  be  imagined!  We  were 
excited  when  we  bought  it,  and  you'll  be 
excited  when  you  own  it! . 3,950.00 
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Our  selection  includes  a  number  of  out¬ 
standing  purchases  from  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Convention.  In  this 
listing  you  have  first  pick.  We  call  your 
attention  to  the  nice  group  of  Type  II  dollars 
1854-1856,  which  includes  a  number  of 
scarce  issues  as  well  as  pieces  desirable  for 
a  type  set  The  1854  and  1855  Philadelphia 
coins  were  hand  selected  for  their  striking 
quality. 

1850-0  AU-58  (NGC).  A  vastly  under¬ 
rated  date,  and  easily  the  rarest  of  all 
New  Orleans  gold  dollar  issues.  Just 
14,000  were  coined.  Many  gold  dollar 
specialists  consider  this  date  equal  in 
rarity  to  the  1850-C  and  1850-D  is¬ 
sues.  A  few  tiny  marks  and  a  hint  of 
rubbing  on  the  high  points  are  all  that 
keep  this  lustrous  rarity  from  a  much 

higher  grade .  1,495.00 

1852  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  coin  for  a  type  set ....  1,895.00 

Choice  1852-0  Gold  $1 


1852-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharp, 
brilliant  and  lustrous  specimen  of 
this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Much 
more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  counterpart .  4,400.00 

At  the  time  the  1852-0  gold  dollar  was  struck,  there  was 
not  a  single  numismatist  in  America  desiring  to  collect  gold 
coins  by  mintmark  varieties.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  set 
aside  examples  for  display.  Accordingly,  all  the  pieces  slipped 
unnoticed  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  pieces  are  rare 
at  all  levels. 


1853  AU-58  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1853-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 275.00 


1854  Type  II.  MS-60  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
and  a  beauty .  2,350.00 

The  striking  of  the  Type  11  gold  dollar  was  not  satisfactory 
at  the  Mint,  and  for  this  reason  the  design  was  modified  in 
1856.  Today,  to  find  attractive,  well-struck  examples  of  the 
this  design  requires  quite  a  bit  of  cherrypicking.  At  the  recent 
ANA  Convention  we  looked  through  several  dozen  pieces 
and  just  bought  a  handfull— to  give  you  the  idea  of  how 
elusive  the  aspect  of  quality  can  be. 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  nice 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the 
new  design.  Well-struck,  including  at  the 
central  two  digits  of  the  date  (85).  A  prize 
for  the  discriminating  buyer. ..  1,295.00 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Sharply  struck.  An  outstanding 
example  of  the  date  and  grade. ..  925.00 

1854  Type  II.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  nicely 

struck  piece . 750.00 

1855  Type  II.  AU-50  (NGC).  A  pleasing 

example  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  gold 
dollar  types.  Generous  amounts  of  mint 
lustre  remain  in  the  recessed  areas.  Nicely 
struck . 615.00 


1855-C  F-12.  A  rare  and  desirable  Type  II 
branch  mint  issue.  Struck  from  heavily 
clashed  dies  on  a  poor  quality  planchet, 
typical  for  this  date.  A  great  opportu¬ 
nity  at  this  price  level .  695.00 


1856-S/S  Type  II.  AU-53  (NGC).  2,395.00 

The  1856-S  is  a  curiosity  in  as  much  as  it  is  of  the  Type  II 
design,  primarily  minted  in  1854  and  1855,  but  only  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  in  1856  (by  that  time  the  other  mints  had 
converted  to  the  Typ£  III).  In  addition  to  its  attributes  as  a 
Type  II  gold  dollar,  the  presently  offered  1856-S  has  a  double 
punched  mintmark  (no  premium  is  being  charged  for  this 
feature,  however)  and,  besides  this,  is  a  scarce  variety. 
Another  one  of  our  ANA  Convention  purchases. 

1856-S/S  Type  II.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example,  nicely  struck,  and  with  some 
original  lustre .  1,095.00 

Notable  1857-S  Gold  $1 


1857-S  AU-55  (NGC).  An  underrated  branch 
mint  issue  that  is  only  infrequently  en¬ 
countered  in  the  AU  grade  range.  Just 
10,000  examples  were  coined.  One  of 
just  seven  years  in  the  entire  gold  dollar 
series  in  which  San  Francisco  coined 
this  denomination.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosted  design  elements  display 
strong  cartwheel  lustre.  Scarce  and 
desirable . 2,750.00 


1858-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Another  rare  and 
underrated  San  Francisco  gold  dollar 
issue,  one  of  10,000  pieces  coined.  Frosty 
and  attractive,  with  generous  amounts  of 
mint  lustre  in  evidence.  Pleasing  for  the 

grade .  1,950.00 

1867  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  date, 
one  of  just  5,200  business  strikes  coined 
this  year.  Struck  from  clashed  dies,  with 
an  inverted  LIBERTY  forming  an  arc 
beneath  the  date  on  the  reverse.  Reflec¬ 
tive  surfaces  display  strong  cartwheel 
lustre . 1,450.00 

In  Mint  State  the  1867  is  very  difficult  to  find.  So  far  as  we 
know,  no  specimens  were  included  in  any  hoards  or  later 
groups.  The  survival  of  top  grade  pieces  is  strictly  a  matter  of 
chance.  Typically,  a  year  or  two  will  pass  between  our  having 
a  Mint  State  business  strike  example  in  stock.  Considering 
what  many  other  coins  bring  on  the  market,  doesn’t  this  seem 
like  a  bargain? 


1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  Among  the  rarest 
and  most  desirable  dates  in  the  gold 
dollar  series.  Just  3,200  business  strikes 
were  coined  in  our  nation’s  centennial 
year.  Struck  from  rusted  dies,  a  noted 
characteristic  of  this  year’s  business 
strikes.  A  very  attractive  coin  with  mir¬ 
rorlike  surfaces  and  frosted  devices 
toned  in  varying  shades  of  gold.  Call 
quickly  on  this  one . 2,095.00 

The  formation  of  a  complete  set  of  gold  dollars  is  a 
fascinating  challenge.  While  there  are  a  number  of  rare  issues 


To  Place  an  order  Call  Toll-Free! 

1-800-222-5993 


'  (such  as  1856-D,  1860-D,  1861-D,  1875),  none  of  these 
expensive  to  comparison  to  what  rarities  in  certain  other 
rarities  bring.  A  good  grade  objective  is  EF-AU,  with  an 
occasional  Mint  State  specimen  as  such  many  become  avail¬ 
able.  In  general,  Mint  State  pieces  can  be  found  only  for  the 
Philadelphia  varieties. 

1877  AU-50.  Always  a  scarce  and  popular 
date . 495.00 


QUARTER  EAGLES 

Our  listing  of  quarter  eagles  includes  many 
purchases  from  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention,  listed  here  for  the 
first  time.  Take  first  pick  of  any  items  you 
can  use.  Considering  the  popularity  of  gold 
coins  in  today’s  market,  and  the  quality  of 
the  pieces  in  our  offering,  we  expect  most  to 
sell  quickly!  Notable  in  our  offering  of  quar¬ 
ter  eagles  are  a  number  of  outstanding 
branch  mint  issues  as  well  as  high  grade 
pieces  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

1835  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  and 
highly  affordable  example  of  Classic  Head 
quarter  eagle  coinage.  Generous  amounts 
of  mint  lustre  remain  in  the  protected 


areas  of  the  design . 825.00 

1837  AU-50  (NGC) . 995.00 

1836  B-6142.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 895.00 


1842  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  in  all  grades 
and  considered  very  rare  at  the  EF  and 
higher  levels.  For  more  than  half  a 
century,  just  two  specimens  of  this  date 
were  known.  However,  around  the  time 
of  WWI,  more  specimens  of  the  date 
became  available,  but  the  date  remains 
elusive  today.  Interestingly,  its  earlier 
status  as  an  “impossible”  rarity  has 
nearly  been  forgotten  and  can  be  only 
gleaned  by  reading  technical  references. 
Reflective  golden  surfaces  and  lightly 
frosted  devices  display  generous 
amounts  of  cartwheel  lustre.  A  major 
opportunity  to  add  that  prized  rarity  to 

your  collection . 3,450.00 

1846  AU-50  (NGC).  An  attractive  example  of 
a  very  scarce  and  underrated  date.  Breen- 
6 18 1,  so  called  “overdate,”  with  remnants 
of  another  numeral  (perhaps  a  4)  beneath 
the  6  in  the  date.  Generous  amounts  of 
mint  lustre  remain.  A  nice  example  of  an 
intriguing  variety .  1,695.00 

Superb  1846-D  Rarity 


1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality. 
Rare.  In  general,  this  issue,  when  found  atall, 
is  apt  to  be  in  VF  or  EF  grade .  2,995.00 

Netable  1846-D  $2.50 


1846-D  AU-50.  A  superb  specimen  of  this 
highly  prized  issue.  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 2,695.00 


1847  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  definitely  under¬ 
rated  date,  much  rarer  than  its  mintage 
of  29,814  suggests.  Seldom  encountered 
in  grades  above  EF,  this  choice  AU-55 
specimen  should  sell  quickly.  Frosty 


surfaces  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre 
and  a  minimum  of  contact  marks.  A 
grand  choice  for  the  advanced  specialist 
and  gold  type  collector . 2,150.00 

Rare  1848  Quarter  Eagle 


1848  AU-50  (PCGS).  Another  scarce  and 

underrated  quarter  eagle  from  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  Generally  found  in  VF  to 
EF,  with  AU  specimen  highly  prized  for 
their  rarity.  Rich  gold  at  the  rims  en¬ 
hances  the  overall  appeal  of  this  quarter 
eagle .  2,950.00 

1849  EF-45  (PCGS).  Another  underrated 

Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  eagle.  Choice 
for  the  grade,  with  frosty  surfaces  and 
attractive  golden  highlights.  Some  cen¬ 
tral  striking  weakness  on  the  reverse,  a 
noted  characteristic  of  this  date.  A  scarce 
date,  and  a  good  value . 825.00 

1855  MS-62  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and  satiny 
specimen  of  a  very  popular  date.  Choice 
for  the  grade,  and  certain  to  please  its 
new  owner . 950.00 

1859  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  scarce  in  Uncircu¬ 

lated  grades.  The  1859  quarter  eagle  has 
the  lowest  mintage  of  any  Philadelphia 
quarter  eagle  coined  in  the  1850s.  Lus¬ 
trous,  with  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  a  much 
higher  grade.  A  nice  coin .  1,850.00 

1860  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  in  all 

grades,  much  more  so  than  its  fairly 
low  mintage  figure  of  22,675  sug¬ 
gests . 675.00 


1860-C  EF-40  (PCGS) .  1,950.00 

The  1860-C,  of  which  only  7,469  were  minted,  is  important 
as  the  last  quarter  eagle  issue  of  the  Charlotte  Mint 

1860-S  AU-50  (NGC).  A  desirable  branch 
mint  issue,  nearly  always  encountered 
in  VF  to  EF,  scarce  and  elusive  at  AU-50 
and  higher.  Much  mint  lustre  remains  in 
the  protected  areas.  Attractive  rich 
golden  highlights  on  both  sides.  Call 


quickly  for  this  one .  1,750.00 

1860-S  EF-45 . 750.00 


1862  AU-55  (NGC).  Scarce  and  underrated 
despite  its  mintage  of  112,353  pieces. 
Infrequently  encountered  in  grades  of 
AU  and  higher.  Choice  for  the  grade  with 
strong  mint  lustre  and  attractive  golden 
highlights . 895.00 

Much  of  the  1862  quarter  eagle  mintage  was  struck  from 
melted  Type  I  gold  dollars. 


1863-S  EF-45  (NGC).  A  scarce  and 
underappreciated  branch  mint  issue, 
one  of  just  10,800  coined  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  this  year.  Lightly  struck  in  areas, 
typical  for  this  date.  Highly  prized  in 
grades  above  VF.  Don’t  miss  this  oppor¬ 
tunity . 1,950.00 

1867  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  rare  in  all  grades; 
just  3,200  business  strikes  were  coined. 
Generally  found  in  VF  to  EF,  with  AU  and 
higher  specimens  very  desirable.  A  lovely 
coin  for  the  grade,  virtually  free  of  signifi¬ 
cant  contact  marks.  Rich  golden  highlights 
and  much  original  lustre  complete  the 
aesthetically  appealing  picture. .  1,650.00 

1868  AU-55  (NGC).  Another  very  scarce  and 

desirable  Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  eagle, 
one  of  just  3,600  coined.  Choice  AU 
specimen  such  as  this  are  highly  desir¬ 
able  and  rightly  so.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  design  motifs  display  strong 
cartwheel  lustre  and  deep  golden  toning 
in  the  recessed  areas.  Call  quickly  on  this 
one .  1,650.00 


“Your  Friends  in  the 
Rare  Coin  Business” 

A  FEW  WORDS  ABOUT  US 

Make  coin  collecting  a  “golden  experience.”  We  invite  you  to  join  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  family  of  satisfied  clients.  If  you  are  a  serious  collector,  and  if  you  appreciate 
excellent  quality  in  combination  with  a  good  value  for  the  money  spent,  you’ve  come  to  the 
right  place. 

Ever  since  1953,  we  have  been  helping  collectors,  dealers,  museums,  and  others  build 
their  collections.  In  the  process,  we  have  built  what  is  probably  America’s  most  successful 
rare  coin  dealership. 

Whether  you  are  buying  your  first  $5  gold  piece  from  this  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector, 
or  whether  you’ve  been  buying  from  us  since  the  1950s,  we  appreciate  your  business  and 
friendship,  and  will  do  our  best  to  merit  your  patronage.  From  our  offices  deep  in  the  heart 
of  New  England,  we  offer  you  first  pick  of  many  of  the  finest  coins,  sets,  and  collections  to 
come  on  the  market 

A  golden  welcome  is  extended  to  you! 


Just  A  Few  Moments  Away! 

Call  our  direct  sales  department  (Gail  Watson  and  Beth  Piper)  toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993, 
and  you’ll  be  on  the  line  with  them  in  just  a  few  seconds!  Have  a  question  about  any  coin? 
Would  you  like  to  place  an  order?  Can  we  help  in  any  other  way?  We  are  at  your  service  and 
are  eagerly  awaiting  your  telephone  call  or  letter. 


Especially  Choice  1868-S  $2.50 
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1868-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  rare  and  desir¬ 
able  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter 
eagle.  Considered  quite  rare  in  grades 
above  EF.  Satiny  surfaces  display 
strong  lustre  and  warm  golden  high¬ 
lights . 2,750.00 

187 1- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Scarce  in  all  grades. 

Infrequently  encountered  higher  than 
EF.  Choice,  with  generous  amounts  of 
mint  lustre  and  attractive  golden  toning 
on  both  sides . 1,150.00 

1872- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Scarce  San  Fran¬ 

cisco  issue,  one  of  just  18,000  quarter 
eagles  coined  this  year.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 1,750.00 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-55  (NGC).  Scarcer  than  its 
counterpart  with  Open  3  in  date.  A  nice 
coin  for  the  grade,  with  lustrous  surfaces 
and  good  overall  eye  appeal . 595.00 

1873- S  EF45  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1873-S  EF-40 . 575.00 

1875-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Avery  difficult  date  to 

obtain  in  grades  above  EF.  Just  11,600 
quarter  eagles  were  coined  at  our 
westernmost  mint  this  year.  Satiny  sur¬ 
faces  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and 
generous  amounts  of  mint  brilliance.  A 

desirable  coin .  1,750.00 

1879-S  AU-50  (NGC).  A  nice  representative 
of  the  final  year  San  Francisco  Mint 
coinage  in  the  quarter  eagle  series.  Much 
scarcer  than  its  mintage  of  43,500  coins 
suggests.  Reflective  fields  and  frosty 
devices  toned  in  attractive  shades  of 

gold.  A  good  value .  1,275.00 

1879-S  EF-45.  The  final  year  of  quarter 
eagle  coinage  in  San  Francisco.  Scarcer 
than  its  modest  mintage  of  43,500  sug¬ 
gests .  295.00 

1886  AU-55  (NGC).  A  scarce  and  desirable 
Philadelphia  Mint  issue,  one  of  just  4,000 
business  strikes  coined  there  this  year. 
An  attractive  representative  of  the  grade, 
with  much  mint  lustre  and  well-struck 
devices.  Choice  for  the  grade.  ...795.00 


1897  MS-62  (PCGS) . 575.00 

1913  MS-63  (NGC) .  1,095.00 

1913  MS-61  (NGC) . 345.00 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty, 
lustrous.  Not  easy  to  find  at  this  grade 


level .  2,495.00 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 

frosty . 955.00 

1925-D  MS-61  (NGC) . 310.00 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS) . 415.00 


1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  From  the  final  year 
of  the  U.S.  quarter  eagle  series  (1796- 
1929).  A  choice  coin  for  the  grade, 
with  deeply  frosted  surfaces  exhibit¬ 
ing  warm  gold  and  olive  toning 
highlights.  A  few  tiny  marks  from  per¬ 
fection .  1,295.00 

1929  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 
frosty . 415.00 


THREE-DOLLAR 
GOLD  PIECES 


There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  “common”  $3 
gold  piece  as  even  the  most  available  dates- 
namely  the  1854, 1874, 1878— are  rare  in  any 
other  context  We  are  fortunate  in  having 
acquired  a  very  nice  selection  of  this  popular 
denomination,  with  scarce  and  rare  issues  to 
satisfy  the  specialist  as  well  as  the  type 
collector. 


1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Struck  in  the  first 
year  of  the  series  and  a  one-year  only 
type .  1,295.00 

On  the  reverse,  the  denomination  DOLLARS  is  in  small 
letters,  while  on  the  issues  of  1855  through  1889,  that 
denomination  appears  significantly  larger. 

1854  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  golden  sur¬ 
faces . : . 1,195.00 


Gold  Coin  Quiz 

Test  Your  Numismatic  Knowledge 

Test  your  gold  coin  IQ.  Get  three  or  more  right,  and  you’re  doing  great. 

This  issue’s  quiz  is  the  work  of  Frank  Van  Valen  of  our  staff. 


1.  On  March  3,  1835,  President  Andrew 
Jackson  signed  the  Branch  Mint  Bill,  but  it 
wasn’t  until  1838  that  the  act  saw  tangible 
results.  What  was  the  first  branch  mint  to 
begin  operations  under  this  legislation? 

a)  Charlotte,  North  Carolina 

b)  San  Francisco,  California 

c)  Carson  City,  Nevada 

d)  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

2.  After  a  long  and  illustrious  life  as  a 
branch  mint  from  1838-1861,  and  again 
from  1879-1909,  the  New  Orleans  Mint  fi¬ 
nally  closed  its  doors.  What  was  the  final 
gold  coinage  from  this  mint? 

a)  1894-0  Half  eagle 

b)  1906-0  Eagle 

c)  1909-0  Half  eagle 

d)  1910-0  Double  eagle 

3.  In  1861,  the  Confederate  States  of 


America  took  over  the  mints  in  Charlotte, 
Dahlonega,  and  New  Orleans.  Which  of  the 
following  denominations  was  not  produced  at 
any  one  of  these  mints  in  1861? 

a)  Double  eagle 

b)  Half  eagle 

c)  Quarter  eagle 

d)  Gold  dollar 

4.  One  very  rare  variety  of  U.S.  gold  coin¬ 
age  is  unusual  in  that  there  are  only  12  stars 
in  the  obverse  design.  Which  variety  among 
the  following  fits  that  description? 

a)  1825  Quarter  eagle 

b)  1849  Double  eagle 

c)  1832  Half  eagle 

d)  1848  CAL.  quarter  eagle 

5.  The  Act  of  April  2, 1792  authorized  the 
coinage  of  gold  pieces  in  the  denomination  of 
quarter  eagle,  half  eagle,  and  eagle.  Which  of 


the  following  is  acknowledged  as  the  first 
federal  U.S.  gold  coin  issue  in  terms  of  when 
it  was  struck? 

a)  1795  Eagle,  nine  leaves  reverse 

b)  1795  Half  eagle,  small  eagle  reverse 

c)  1795  Eagle,  13  leaves  reverse 

d)  1795  Half  eagle,  heraldic  eagle  reverse 

6.  BONUS  QUESTION:  We  think  Ques¬ 
tion  No.  1  is  a  bit  tricky,  so  here  is  a  bonus 
question:  Which  of  the  following  gold  coin 
■varieties  was  NOT  minted? 

a)  1911-D  Half  eagle 

b)  1894-0  Eagle 

c)  1931-D  Double  Eagle 

d)  186 1-D  $3 
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Only  New  Orleans  $3  Variety 


1854-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  rare  date  at  this 
grade  level.  The  only  date  in  the  three- 
dollar  gold  series  coined  in  New 
Orleans,  and  highly  desirable  as  such. 
An  attractive  coin  for  the  grade,  with 
generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  and 
pleasing  golden  toning  on  both  sides. 
A  must  for  the  serious  three-dollar 

gold  collector .  3,795.00 

1855  AU-58  (NGC).  A  popular  date  and 
grade  combination.  Just  a  hint  of  rubbing 
on  the  high  points.  Strong  mint  lustre 
and  attractive  golden  highlights  add  to 
the  overall  aesthetic  appeal 1,450.00 

Sharp  1855-S  $3 


1855-S  EF-40.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  the 
first  $3  issue  from  the  recently  opened 
(in  1854)  San  Francisco  Mint.  Much 
original  mint  lustre  is  still  seen  in  pro¬ 
tected  areas . 2,250.00 

1857  AU-55  (NGC).  A  scarce  Philadelphia 
mint  issue  that  is  frequently  seen  in  grades 
lower  the  AU.  Deep  golden  toning  high¬ 
lights  on  reflective  surfaces  and  frosted 
devices.  An  appealing  specimen.  1,495.00 

1859  AU-53  (NGC).  A  scarce  date  at  the  AU 

grade  level.  One  of  just  15,638  speci¬ 
mens  coined  this  year  which  is, 
amazingly,  the  ninth  highest  mintage  in 
this  rarity  filled  series,  a  good  indication 
of  just  how  rare  three-dollar  gold  pieces 
are!  Much  lustre  remains  on  attractive 
golden  surfaces.  Repunched  9  in  date.  A 
good  value .  1,295.00 

1860  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  date  in  all 

grades.  According  to  Walter  Breen,  all 
7,036  business  strikes  of  this  date  were 
coined  on  January  31,  1860.  A  pleasing 
coin  for  the  grade,  with  attractive  golden 
toning  and  strong  mint  lustre  in  abun¬ 
dance . . .  1,750.00 

Rare  1862  $3 


1862  AU-55  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most 
underrated  dates  in  the  three  dollar 


gold  series.  Just  5,750  business  strikes 
were  coined,  and  most  of  today’s  avail¬ 
able  specimens  are  in  grades  well 
below  the  AU  level.  Frosty  and  lus¬ 
trous,  with  splashes  of  deep  golden 
toning  on  the  recessed  areas.  An  at¬ 
tractive  representative  of  an  elusive 
Civil  War  issue . 2,450.00 


A  Seldom  Seen  1868  $3 


1868  AU-58  (NGC).  An  elusive  date. 
Just  4,850  business  strikes  were 
coined  in  Philadelphia  this  year.  Most 
frequently  encountered  in  the  VF  to 
EF  grade  range,  with  choice  AU  speci¬ 
mens  eagerly  sought  after.  A  hint  of 
rubbing  on  the  high  points  and  a  few 
scattered  marks  can  be  seen,  other¬ 
wise  choice  and  attractive.  Nearly 


fully  lustrous . 2,750.00 

1874  AU-58  (PCGS) .  1,450.00 


With  a  mintage  of  41,800  business  strikes,  the  1874  $3 
gold  piece  has  the  third  highest  mintage  in  the  series.  This  is 
a  point  of  some  interest,  as  that  “high”  mintage  in  practically 
any  other  U.S.  coinage  series  would  represent  a  highly 
desirable  low-mintage  issue. 

1874  AU-50  (NGC).  A  pleasing  speci¬ 
men . 850.00 

1878  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  frosty  and  brilliant 
specimen  of  this  popular  date . 975.00 


HALF  EAGLES 


Among  half  eagles  in  this  ““Special  Gold 
Issue””  are  a  number  of  high  grade  19th 
century  pieces,  including  several  notable 
Dahlonega  Mint  rarities.  Among  later  half 
eagles  are  several  high  grade  pieces,  among 
which  will  be  found  the  1886-S,  1906-D,  and 
an  exceptional  1911-D. 

Unlisted  1805  $5  Variety 


1805  OBV  3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  lovely  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  design  type,  and  a  desirable 
coin  that  may  well  prove  to  be  an  unlisted 
die  combination.  Sharp  and  attractive  for 
the  grade,  with  must  original  lustre  re¬ 
maining.  Deep  golden  orange  highlights 


predominate,  particularly  on  the  reverse. 
We  expect  many  orders  for  this  unlisted 
early  half  eagle  variety,  so  reach  for  your 
phone  and  dial  quickly,  as  the  first  call 
gets  it! .  3,450.00 

Breen’s  obverse  3  is  coupled  here  with  what  we  suspect  is 
a  previously  unlisted  reverse  die.  For  the  specialist,  the 
following  reverse  diagnostics  are  noted:  each  T  in  UNITED 
STATES  is  missing  the  lower  right  foot;  AMERICA,  the  lower 
left  foot  of  the  first  A  is  joined  firmly  to  the  third  feather,  while 
the  base  of  that  letter’s  foot  rests  firmly  on  the  forth  feather; 
there  are  five  berries  on  the  branch,  two  inside  and  three 
outside.  The  lowest  of  these  berries  located  on  the  outside,  is 
stemless  or  (practically  so),  while  the  other  four  display  long 
stems;  a  die  line  extends  from  the  point  of  the  lowest  outside 
leaf,  nearly  touching  the  C  in  AMERICA;  the  eagle’s  claw 
touches  the  bottom  of  the  right  foot  of  the  final  A  in  the 
legend.  The  A  and  M  in  AMERICA  are  joined. 


Lustrous  1806  Half  Eagle 


1806  B-5E.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  most  pleasing 
specimen  of  the  popular  variety  with 
Round  top  6  in  date.  Splashes  of  mint 
lustre  liven  the  attractive  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  A  most  suitable  example  of  the 
grade  and  design  type . 2,850.00 

Beautiful  1811  $5 


1811  B-1A.  AU-50  (PCGS).  The  popular 
variety  will  tall  5  in  reverse  denomination. 


Build  a  Type  Set! 

The  front  page  article  “Go  for  the 
Gold!”  by  Dave  Bowers  gives  you  some 
ideas  on  forming  a  type  set  of  gold  coins. 
If  the  idea  appeals  to  you,  there’s  no 
better  place  to  start  than  right  here!  If 
you  are  just  beginning  your  type  set 
collection,  start  out  with  some  of  the 
more  plentiful  pieces  toward  the  end  of 
the  19th-century  or  the  early  20th-cen¬ 
tury.  Keep  in  mind  that  no  matter  what 
you  pick  out,  common  or  scarce,  circu¬ 
lated  Grades  or  Mint  State,  your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed.  For  many  years  we 
have  been  supplying  choice  and  rare 
gold  coins  to  discriminating  buyers  all 
over  the  world. 

CALL 

1-800-222-5993  to 
place  your  order! 
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(Continued  from  page  1) 


Picks  of  the  Week 


Pick  a  Beautiful  Double  Eagle! 


We  have  just  acquired  a  very  nice  group  of  MS-63  Saint- 
Gauden’s  $20  gold  double  eagles,  and  in  this  listing  they  are 
offered  individually.  However,  if  you  let  us  pick  the  date  Ohis 
helps  up  balance  our  stock),  we  will  give  you  an  extra  discount. 
For  just  $639.00  (instead  of  $650.00  or  more)  we’ll  hand  select 
a  quality  piece  for  your  type  set,  of  the  With  Motto  style,  date 
of  our  choice,  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  dated  in  the  1908-1928 
range,  probably  in  the  1920s.  Complete  satisfaction  is  guaran¬ 
teed.  This  is  our  way  of  launching  you  on  a  really  beautiful  gold 
type  set! 


The  Book  Corner 

This  Week's  Book  Specials 


Save  50%  on  any  of  these  great  titles  with  any  purchase 
from  this  “Special  Gold  Issue  ” 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

As  Illustrated  by  the 
Ganet-  Collection 


The  History  ofl/.S.  Coinage:  As  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection 

by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Illustrated  in  color  by  coins  from  the  fabulous  Garrett  collection  (with 
a  section  featuring  gold  coins)  catalogued  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  and  sold  at  auction  for  $25 
million,  this  volume  covers  all  series  from  colonials  to  regular  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and 
gold  issues.  572  pages.  Hardbound.  BBM-130  List  price  $59.95. 

“ Special  Gold  Issue  ”  Price 
$29.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History 

by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Illustrated  by  pieces  from  the  fabulous  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection, 
which  the  author  catalogued  and  sold  at  auction  for  $12.4  million. 
Readable  and  informative.  All  you  want  to  know  about  American  gold  coins. 

415  pages.  Hardbound.  BBM-135.  List  price  $57.95. 

“ Special  Gold  Issue”  Price 
$28.95 


United  States  GoM  Co; 

Aft  OiusttwK? 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE  10 
UNITED, 
SHIES1  _ 
GOLD  COINS 


$v  a.  davio  lowtss 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States  Gold  Coins 
by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Describes  each  type  from  1795  onward,  discusses 
availability,  and  includes  extensive  research  by  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg.  122  pages. 
Hardbound.  BBM-351.  List  price.  $19.95. 

Special  Gold  Issue”  Price 
$9.95 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins  by  Douglas  Winter.  This  book  discusses 
each  and  every  Charlotte  Mint  gold  coin,  including  characteristics,  rarity, 
and  numerous  other  factors.  A  standard  reference  in  the  field. 

Highly  acclaimed.  140  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  BWI-812.  List  price  $14.95. 

“ Special  Gold  Issue”  Price 
$7.45 


Charlotte  M int 
Gold  Goins: 
IS. iff '1861 


New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins  by  Douglas  Winter.  Focuses  on  the 
New  Orleans  Mint  and  the  gold  coins  struck  there.  Characteristics  of  each  issue, 
by  grade  rarity  ratings,  Condition  Census  listings  and  more.  Over  200  pages.  Illustrated. 
Hardbound  BWI-815.  List  price  $31.95. 

“ Special  Gold  Issue”  Price 
$15.95 


ing  American  gold  coins,  and  form  a  collection. 

In  the  19th  century  in  America,  there  was  no 
substitute  for  gold.  You’ve  heard  of  “gilt-edge” 
bonds  and  “goldback  certificates,”  efforts  to  lend 
gold’s  aura  to  printed  documents.  However,  for 
settlements  in  international  transactions,  nearly 
all  foreign  countries  preferred  sparkling,  bright, 
heavy  $5,  $10,  and  $20  gold  coins,  and  did  not 
want  paper  money  or  bonds  (gilt-edge  or  other¬ 
wise). 

Most  United  States  gold  coins  produced  after 
about  1880  were  of  the  $5,  $10,  and  $20  denomi¬ 
nations,  and  were  struck  for  use  in  international 
trade.  In  1933,  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
called  in  gold  coins,  and  after  that  time,  they  were 
no  longer  seen  in  the  channels  of  commerce  in 
America.  However,  foreign  banks,  such  as  in 
Switzerland,  held  on  to  their  U.S.  gold  coins  more 
tightly  than  ever.  They  were  not  the  slightest  bit 
interested  in  Roosevelt’s  proposal  to  exchange 
$20  gold  double  eagles  for  $20  paper  bills!  This 
situation  had  a  beneficial  aspect  to  numismatists, 
for  years  later,  these  overseas  vaults  yielded  a 
golden  treasure.  Largely,  these  holdings  are  why 
many  American  gold  coins  are  so  inexpensive 
today. 


An  Ideal  Way  to  Collect 

One  of  the  most  satisfying  ways  to  collect  gold 
coins  is  to  build  a  type  set  Basically,  this  consists 
of  one  example  of  each  of  the  different  major 
design  differences.  A  good  starting  point  is  the 
year  1834,  when  the  weight  and  design  of  gold 
coins  changed.  In  general,  types  before  this  water¬ 
shed  year  are  very  rare,  and  those  after  this  time 
are  available. 

If  I  were  building  a  type  set  here  is  what  I 
would  include  in  a  set  from  1834  onward: 

GOLD  DOLLARS  (1849-1889) 

1.  Type  I  (1849-1854)  Readily  available  in 
most  grades. 

2.  Type  II  (1854-1856)  The  scarcest  of  the 
gold  dollar  types;  some  are  weakly  struck  at  the  85 
numerals  in  the  center  of  the  date. 

3.  Type  III  (1856-1889)  Scarce,  but  usually  in 
higher  grades  (AU  or  finer)  when  encountered. 

QUARTER  EAGLES  or  $2.50  GOLD 
(1834-1929) 

4.  Classic  Head  (1834-1839)  Scarce,  but 
available.  Typical  grades  encountered  are  VF,  EF, 
and  AU. 

5.  Liberty  Head  or  Coronet  Type  (1840- 
1907)  Plentiful,  with  dates  toward  the  end  of  the 
series  readily  available  in  Mint  State. 

6.  Indian  Head  (1908-1929)  Plentiful, 
expecially  in  EF  and  AU  grade,  or  even  MS-60. 
Becomes  scarce  MS-62  or  finer. 

$3  GOLD  PIECES 

7.  $3  (1854-1889)  All  are  rare,  with  some 
rarer  than  others. 

HALF  EAGLES  or  $5  GOLD  (1834-1929) 

8.  Classic  Head  (1834-1838)  Scarce,  but 
available.  Typicalgrades  encountered  are  VF  and 
EF. 

9.  Liberty  Head  Without  Motto  (In  God  We 
Trust)  (1839-1866)  Somewhat  scarce.  Typically 
found  grades  are  VF,  EF,  and  AU. 

10.  Liberty  Head  With  Motto  (1866-1908) 
Plentiful,  with  dates  toward  the  end  of  the  series 
readily  available  in  Mint  State. 

11.  Indian  Head  (1908-1929)  Plentiful, 
expecially  in  EF  and  AU  grade.  Scarce  MS-60  or 
finer. 


EAGLES  or  $10  GOLD  (1838-1933) 

12.  Liberty  Head  Without  Motto  (1838-1866) 

Somewhat  scarce.  Typically  found  grades  are  VF, 
EF,  and,  quite  scarce,  AU. 

13.  Liberty  Head  With  Motto  (1866-1907) 
Plentiful,  with  certain  dates  toward  the  end  of  the 
series  readily  available  in  Mint  State. 

14.  Indian  Head  Without  Motto  (1907-1908) 
Usually  seen  in  EF,  AU,  or  MS-60.  Scarce,  and  in 
great  demand  for  type  sets. 

15.  Indian  Head  With  Motto  (1908-1933) 
Usually  seen  in  EF,  AU,  and  MS-60  grades,  except 
for  1926  and  1932,  for  which  hoards  existed  at  one 
time. 


DOUBLE  EAGLES  or  $20  GOLD 
(1850-1933) 

16.  Liberty  Head  Without  Motto  (1850-1866) 

Somewhat  scarce.  Typically  found  grades  are  VF, 
EF,  and,  quite  scarce,  AU. 

17.  Liberty  Head  With  Motto,  reverse  legend 
as  TWENTY  D.  (1866-1876)  Scarce.  Usually 
seen  in  EF  and  AU  grades.  Mint  State  pieces  are 
elusive. 

18.  Liberty  Head  With  Motto,  reverse  legend 
as  TWENTY  DOLLARS.  (1877-1907)  Plentiful, 
with  certain  dates  toward  the  end  of  the  series 
readily  available  in  Mint  State. 

19.  MCMVII  High  Relief  by  Saint-Gaudens 
(1907).  Rare  and  beautiful! 

20.  Saint-Gaudens,  Arabic  Numerals,  With¬ 
out  Motto  (1907-1908)  Usually  seen  AU  or  Mint 
State.  Plentiful,  but  not  as  plentiful  as  the  next. 

21.  Saint-Gaudens,  Arabic  Numerals,  With 
Motto  (1908-1933)  Usually  seen  AU  or  Mint 
State.  Plentiful. 

Now,  give  this  set  a  try.  Go  for  the  gold! 
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A  goodly  proportion  of  the  99,851  half 
eagles  coined  in  1811  actually  bore  the 
date  1810,  making  the  1811  scarcer  than 
its  generally  accepted  mintage  figure  im¬ 
plies.  A  nice  example  of  the  grade  and  type, 
with  much  mint  lustre  and  strong  eye 


appeal.  A  good  value . 3,250.00 

1836  B-6509.  EF40  (PCGS) . 525.00 


1846  AU-55  (NGC).  Moderately  rare  in  all 
grades,  and  only  in  frequently  encoun¬ 
tered  above  the  AU  grade  level.  Deep 
golden  toning  highlights  in  the  recessed 
areas.  An  aesthetically  appealing  coin, 
priced  to  be  a  good  value . 850.00 

1848  (ANACS  Cache).  A  very  rare  date 
above  the  EF  grade  level.  Choice  AU 
specimens  such  as  this  are  eagerly 
sought  after  by  knowledgeable  half 
eagle  collectors.  A  splendid  opportu¬ 
nity  to  add  this  elusive  date  to  your 
numismatic  cabinet . 1,350.00 

1850  AU-53  (NGC).  A  rare  and  under¬ 

rated  date  in  all  grades  particularly  at 
the  AU  level;  this  date  is  nearly  always 
encountered  in  the  VF  to  EF  grade 
range.  Lustrous  surfaces  and  attrac¬ 
tive  golden  toning.  Don’t  miss  this 
opportunity .  1,895.00 

1851  AU-55  (NGC).  Much  scarcer  than  its 

relatively  high  mintage  figure  (377,505) 
implies . 595.00 

1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Another  “unsung  rar¬ 
ity”  in  the  half  eagle  series,  a  date  that  is 
frequently  encountered  in  the  VF  to  EF 
range,  but  choice  AU  examples  are  few 
and  far  between.  Deep  golden  toning  on 
lustrous  surfaces.  Yet  another  splendid 
opportunity  for  the  attentive  half  eagle 
specialist .  1,350.00 


Classic  1854-D  Rarity 


1854-D  AU-58  (NGC).  A  popular  is¬ 
sue  from  the  Dahlonega  Mint,  generally 
considered  scarce  in  all  grades.  Brilliant 
yellow-gold  surfaces  display  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre.  Lightly  struck  at  the  reverse 
center,  typical  for  this  date.  Just  a  hint  of 
rubbing  on  the  high  points.  An  excellent 
opportunity  for  the  specialist  in  southern 
mint  coinage . 4,195.00 

Although  the  1854-D  is  a  rarity  in  just  about  any  grade,  at 
the  AU-58  level  it  emerges  as  a  truly  significant  coin,  a  very 
important  opportunity  for  the  advanced  specialist  We  have 
had  very  few  at  this  level. 


Exceptional  1857-0  $5 


1857-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  prized  rarity  from 
the  New  Orleans  Mint,  and  the  last  half 
eagle  struck  there  until  1892.  One  of 
13,000  specimens  coined.  Seldom  offered 
in  any  grade  above  EF.  Deep  golden 
toning  on  reflective  surfaces  and  lightly 
frosted  design  motifs.  Choice  for  the 
grade.  Don’t  miss  out . 3,150.00 


A  High  Grade  1857-S  $5 


1857-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Typically  encoun¬ 
tered  in  grades  of  VF  to  EF,  with  AU 
specimens  actually  quite  rare.  Lustrous 
deep  golden  surfaces.  A  desirable  branch 
mint  issue . 2,650.00 


1858  AU-55  (NGC).  A  very  rare  Philadel¬ 
phia  half  eagle,  one  of  just  15,136  pieces 
coined  this  year.  Infrequently  encoun¬ 


tered  in  all  grades,  and  typicafly  found  in 
the  VF  to  EF  range.  Attractive  AU  speci¬ 
mens  are  eagerly  sought  by  today’s 
collecting  fraternity.  Generous  amounts 
of  mint  lustre  on  both  sides.  A  good 
value . 2,095.00 


Lustrous  1858-C  $5  Rarity 


1858-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all 
grades,  and  particularly  so  at  AU  and 
higher.  This  lustrous  specimen  would 
be  an  important  addition  to  any  half 
eagle  collection .  4,550.00 

Very  Rare  1859-D  $5 


1859-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  sharp  and  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  struck  in  light  yellow  gold. 
Small  mintage  of  10,366  pieces.  Attrac¬ 
tive,  popular,  rare! .  2,650.00 

This  ““Special  Gold  Issue”"  of  “The  Coin  Collector”  offers 
the  nicest  selection  of  branch  mint  19th  century  gold  coins 
to  appear  in  any  of  our  price  lists  in  recent  times.  Take 
advantage  of  it,  as  we  expect  that  most  items  will  sell  quickly! 


1860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  Low  mintage  of 
14,635,  nearly  all  of  which  have  been 
destroyed.  Only  occasionally  do  we  have 
the  opportunity  to  acquire  a  choice 
specimen  such  as  this  for  our  inven¬ 
tory . 2,350.00 

1868-S  VF-35.  Rare  in  all  grades.  No  Mint 
State  examples  have  been  graded  by 

PCGS  or  NGC . 895.00 

1868-S  VF-30  (PCI) . 795.00 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-55  (NGC).  Much  scarcer 
than  generally  believed.  Lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  display  a  hint  of  rubbing  and  a 
minimum  of  contact  marks.  A  nice  coin 

for  the  grade . 1,150.00 

1877-S  EF-40  (NGC).  A  popular  branch 
mint  issue,  and  a  rarity  of  modest 
repute  in  all  grades.  Seldom  encoun¬ 
tered  at  grades  higher  than  EF.  A  nice 

coin  for  the  grade . 950.00 

1879-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Much  more  elusive 
than  its  relatively  high  mintage  figure 
(426,200)  suggests.  Frosted  design  mo¬ 
tifs  and  reflective  fields  bespeak  a  quality 
that  is  finer  than  the  assigned  grade.  A 

very  good  value . 895.00 

1882-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  moderately  scarce  branch 
mint  issue.  A  pleasing  example  of  Carson 
City  half  eagle  coinage,  with  solid  eye 
appeal  for  the  grade . 895.00 


1882-S  MS-63  (NGC).  The  1882-S  is  rela¬ 
tively  available  in  lower  grades,  but  in 
MS-63  preservation  relatively  few  exist.  A 

prize  item  for  the  specialist .  1,750.00 

1884  MS-61  (NGC).  A  popular  half  eagle 
date  that  is  actually  quite  scarce  in  Uncir¬ 
culated.  Deep  golden  toning  on  lustrous 
surfaces.  Priced  to  sell  at .  1,350.00 


“Action-Central” 

In  recent  weeks  our  offices,  “action- 
central”  in  the  rare  coin  business,  have 
been  busier  that  ever.  At  the  recent  ANA 
convention  we  were  probably  the  largest 
purchasers' of  any  dealer.  This  ““Special 
Gold  Issue””  gives  you  first  pick  of  the 
gold  coins  we  acquired.  Coming  your  way 
soon  will  be  new  purchases  in  the  copper, 
nickel  and  silver  series. 


Because 

You  Asked 

As  this  is  the  “Special  Gold  Issue”  of  The  Coin  Collector,  we  looked  among  our  backlog 
of  questions  and  answers  (which,  by  the  way,  is  large  enough  for  our  next  five  to  10  issues!) 
and  picked  out  a  few  having  to  do  with  American  gold  coins. 


G.S.S.  ASKS:  I  notice  that  there  are  two 
varieties  of  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20  gold 
coins.  What  is  the  difference  between  them? 
How  rare  is  each?  What  is  the  difference  in 
value? 

CC  ANSWERS:  The  “Wire  Rim”  variety 
has  a  raised  (“wire”)  edge  around  the  ob¬ 
verse  (in  particular)  and  reverse,  due  to 
metal  squeezing  out  from  the  collar.  The 
“Flat  Rim”  variety,  about  three  times  scarcer, 
has  partial  or  no  “wire”  rim.  I  have  never  met 
a  numismatist  who  desired  one  of  each 
variety,  as  there  is  no  numismatic  signifi¬ 
cance  between  the  two.  Probably  because  of 
this,  there  is  no  difference  in  value  between 
them. 

F.L.ASKS:  I  am  assembling  a  type  set  of 
U.S.  gold  coins.  My  question  is  this:  Should 
I  include  a  $4  gold  piece? 

CC  ANSWERS:  The  $4  Stellas  of  1879 
and  1880  are  patterns,  not  regular  issues,  so 
there  is  no  reason  to  include  them  in  a  type 
set.  However,  as  they  have  been  listed  among 
regular  issues  in  the  Guide  Book  and  other 
price  guides  for  many  years,  it  is  OK  to 
“adopt”  it  for  your  type  set  if  you  wish.  There 
are  no  rules,  just  preferences.  Certainly, 
your  type  set  absent  a  $4  gold  piece  can  still 
be  considered  complete. 

N.C.  ASKS:  How  rare  is  the  1901/0-S 
$5? 

>CC  ANSWERS:  This  variety  has  been 
publicized  only  in  recent  years,  but  in  that 


span  of  time,  many  hundreds  have  turned  up. 
My  answer  at  this  point— and  time  may  change 
this  as  more  research  is  done-is  that  the 
1901/0-S  overdate  half  eagle  is  considerably 
scarcer  than  a  regular  (non-overdate)  1901- 
S,  which  is  common.  However,  the  number  of 
numismatists  collecting  dates  and  mints  of 
Liberty  Head  half  eagles  is  not  large,  and 
even  though  the  1901/0-S  may  be  scarce  at 
this  point,  there  are  enough  to  satisfy  the 
demand. 

F.M.T.  ASKS:  I  read  in  one  of  your 
catalogues  that  you  consider  the  1905  Lewis 
&  Clark  gold  dollar  to  be  the  rarest  of  the 
commemorative  gold  dollars.  Considering 
that  10,041  of  the  1905  Lewis  &  Clark  were 
made,  and  only  about  5,000  of  each  of  the 
1922  Grant  gold  dollars,  how  can  you  say 
that  the  1905  Lewis  &  Clark  is  rarest? 

CC  ANSWERS:  The  answer  lies  in  the 
method  of  distribution.  Most  of  the  1905 
Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollars  were  sold  as 
souvenirs  to  the  general  public.  Over  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  time,  thousands  became  damaged  or 
lost.  On  the  other  hand,  the  1922  Grant  gold 
dollars  were  nearly  all  sold  to  numismatists, 
who  preserved  them.  Thus,  on  an  absolute 
basis,  more  Grant  gold  dollars  survive  today, 
despite  a  lower  original  mintage.  In  terms  of 
high  grade  Mint  State  coins,  a  1905  Lewis  & 
Clark  is,  in  my  opinion,  dozens  of  times  rarer 
than  a  1922  Grant! 

Of  course,  both  are  desirable  and  needed 
for  a  collection. 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck,  and  with  gorgeous  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  One  of  the  very  finest  known  to 
exist  of  this  issue . 4,150.00 

Nearly  all  known  specimens  of  the  1886-S  are  in  lower 
grades,  as  no  particular  effort  was  made  by  numismatists  to 
save  these  for  collecting  purposes. 


1888-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  scarce  in  all  grades, 
despite  a  somewhat  generous  mintage  of 
293,900  pieces.  A  notable  “sleeper”  in  the 
series.  Satiny  surfaces  display  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 1,150.00 

1891  MS-61  (NGC).  Rarer  in  Uncirculated 
grades  than  its  relatively  low  mintage 
figure  of  61,360  business  strikes  im¬ 
plies.  Nearly  always  encountered  in  EF 
to  AU,  with  Uncirculated  specimens 
always  in  demand.  Reflective  fields  and 
frosted  design  motifs  display  strong 
cartwheel  lustre . 1,150.00 

1891- CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  popular  date 

from  the  waning  years  of  Carson  City 
coinage.  Lustrous  surfaces  exhibit  a 
quality  considerably  finer  than  the  as¬ 
signed  grade . 1,250.00 

1892- CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  popular  branch 

mint  issue  from  the  next  to  final  year  of 
Carson  City  Mint  operations.  Glistening 
golden  surfaces  display  strong  cartwheel 
lustre.  A  popular  date . 950.00 


1892-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  From  a  small  mint¬ 
age  of  just  10,000  pieces,  tied  with  the 


1856-0  for  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of 
any  New  Orleans  Mint  half  eagle.  A  very 
rare  date  in  any  condition,  this  attractive 
AU  specimen  displays  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  and  deep  gold  highlights  on  both 
sides.  Choice  for  the  grade .  2,250.00 

1892- S  MS-60  (NGC).  A  very  scarce  date  in 

Mint  State.  Reflective  surfaces  and  frosty 
motifs  display  strong  golden  lustre.  At¬ 
tractive  for  the  grade  and  a  good  value 
at . 1,150.00 

1893- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  rare  in  Mint 

State,  making  this  attractive  AU-58  speci¬ 
men  all  the  more  desirable.  Strong 
cartwheel  lustre  gives  the  overall  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  much  higher  grade.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue . 695.00 

1894- 0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example  of 

the  final  year  of  New  Orleans  half  eagle 
coinage  in  the  Liberty  Head  style.  A  sharp 
and  frosty  coin  with  just  a  hint  of  rubbing 
on  the  high  points.  A  lustrous  (and  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen) . 825.00 

1895- S  AU-50  (NGC).  Moderately  rare  at  this 

(and  higher)  grade  level.  Reflective  fields 
display  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  deep 
golden  toning.  A  good  buy . 750.00 

1896- S  AU-55  (NGC).  A  scarce  date  from  the 

San  Francisco  Mint  Lustrous  deep  gold. 
A  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 875.00 

1897- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Another  underrated 
eagle  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  Scarce 
at  this  grade  level.  Deep  gold  on  lustrous 
surfaces.  Attractively  priced  at ...  795.00 

1898- S  MS61  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and  attractive 

representative  of  the  date  and  grade.  Add 
this  to  your  collection  for  just . 550.00 

1899- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Another  glittering 

half  eagle  from  our  westernmost  mint.  An 
attractive  coin  for  the  grade  and  highly 
affordable . 350.00 

1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-61  (NGC).  A  some¬ 
what  scarce  and  fairly  popular 
20th-century  overdate.  Bold  remnants 
of  the  underlying  0  plainly  seen  un¬ 
der  low  magnification.  Satiny  surfaces 
display  warm  golden  lustre.  A  good 
value . 750.00 
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Numismatic 

with  Q.  David  Bowers 


SPOTLIGHT  ON  GOLD  COINS 


This  issue’s  spotlight  is  on  gold  coins.  Below  is  a  handy  chart  giving  various  gold  coin 
denominations  struck  at  federal  mints,  and  the  years  in  which  this  was  done: 


ONE-DOLLAR  GOLD  PIECES:  Minted 
1849  through  1889.  Struck  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  New  Orleans, 
and  San  Francisco  Mints.  The  Charlotte 
and  Dahlonega  coins  are, 
for  the  most  part,  quite 
rare. 

$2.50  GOLD 
PIECES  (QUAR¬ 
TER  EAGLES): 

Minted  1796 
through  1929. 

Struck  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Charlotte, 

Dahlonega,  Denver,  New 
Orleans,  and  San  Francisco  Mints.  The 
Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  coins  are,  for  the 
most  part,  quite  rare.  Other  rarities  include 
all  issues  1796-1834  (with  motto),  1841, 
1854-S,  1863,  and  1875. 

$4  GOLD  PIECES  (STELLAS):  Pat¬ 
tern  issues  dated  1879  and  1880,  in  two 
styles,  Flowing  Hair  and  Coiled  Hair  ob¬ 
verses.  The  1879  Flowing  Hair  is  rare;  the 
others  are  extremely  rare. 

$5  GOLD  PIECES  (HALF  EAGLES): 
Minted  1795  through  1929.  Struck  at  the 
Philadelphia,  Carson  City,  Charlotte, 
Dahlonega,  Denver,  New  Orleans,  and  San 
Francisco  Mints.  The  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  coins  are,  for  the  most  part, 
quite  rare.  Other  rarities  include  all  issues 
1795-1834  (with  motto),  1854-S,  various 
CC  issues  of  the  1870s,  1887,  and  1929. 

$  10  GOLD  PIECES  (EAGLES):  Minted 
1795  through  1933.  Struck  at  the  Philadel¬ 


phia,  Carson  City,  Denver,  New  Orleans,  and 
San  Francisco  Mints.  Rarities  include  all 
issues  1795-1804,  various  CC  issues  of  the 
1870s,  quite  a  few  Philadelphia  Mint  issues 
of  the  last  half  of  the  19th 
century,  1920-S,  1930- 
S,  and  1933. 

$20  GOLD 
PIECES  (DOUBLE 
EAGLES):  Minted 
1850  through  1933. 
Struck  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Carson  City, 
Denver,  New  Orleans, 
and  San  Francisco  Mints. 
Rarities  include  1854-0, 1856-0, 1861  and 
1861-S  with  Paquet  reverse,  1870-CC,  1883, 
1884,  1886,  1887,  MCMVII,  all  branch  mint 
coins  1924  and  later,  and  all  Philadelphia 
Mint  coins  1929  and  later. 

COMMEMORATIVE  GOLD  COINS: 
Commemorative  $1,  $2.50,  and  $50  issues 
were  produced  from  1903  to  1926  at  the 
Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  (1915-S 
Panama-Pacific  issues)  mints.  Additional  gold 
commemoratives  have  been  struck  1984  to 
date  at  the  Philadelphia,  Denver,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  and  West  Point  mints.  The  lowest- 
mintage  issues  are  the  1984-P,  D,  and  S 
Olympic  $10  pieces. 

Interesting  item:  The  MCMVII  High 
Relief  $20,  by  noted  sculptor  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens,  minted  to  the  extent  of  12,250 
coins,  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  most 
beautiful  United  States  coin  ever  made  for 
circulation. 


1904- S  AU-55  (NGC).  A  very  scarce  date 

in  all  grades,  with  most  examples 
found  in  the  VF  to  EF  range.  AU 
specimens  of  this  date  are  a  good 
value  on  today’s  market,  particularly 
when  priced  at . 445.00 

In  the  1950s,  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  called 
the  attention  of  the  numismatic  fraternity  to  the  elusive 
quality  of  the  1904-S.  Previous  to  then,  it  had  not  been  widely 
noticed.  Ever  since  reading  this  long-ago  catalogue  descrip¬ 
tion,  we  have  kept  our  eye  out  for  1904-S  half  eagles  and  have 
bought  them  wherever  we  could.  Although  the  low  mintage 
figure  somewhat  explains  the  scarcity  of  the  piece,  the  variety 
is  rarer  than  even  this  figure  indicates.  Were  most  of  them 
melted?  What  is  the  story? 

1905- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Readily  available  in 

circulated  grades,  but  a  prominent  rar¬ 
ity  of  some  importance  in  Uncirculated. 
This  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  is 
just  a  few  faint  marks  from  a  much 
higher  grade . 1,350.00 


Gem  1906-D  Half  Eagle 


1906- D  MS-64  (NGC) .  3,250.00 

First  issue  of  the  Denver  Mint;  undoubtedly  struck  from 
metal  from  the  Cripple  Creek  Gold  District  about  75  miles  to 
the  southwest,  on  the  back  side  of  Pikes  Peak. 

1907- D  MS-62  (NGC).  The  final  year  of  Den¬ 
ver  Mint  coinage  in  the  Liberty  $5  series. 


A  pleasing  specimen . 425.00 

1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 315.00 


Rare  1911-D  $5 


191 1-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  very  attractive  specimen 
of  one  of  the  rarest  half  eagles  at  this  grade 
level,  an  issue  which  is  typically  seen  in  the 
VF  and  EF  range . 6,875.00 


1912  AU-58  (PCGS) . . . 330.00 

1913-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 475.00 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS) .  2,850.00 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our 
experience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily 
available  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance 
by  the  1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom 
seen. 

19 14-S  AU-55 . 395.00 


EAGLES 


This  ““Special  Gold  Issue””  of  “The  Coin 
Collector”  offers  a  number  of  interesting, 
important,  appealing,  and  rare  $10  gold 
pieces  of  the  Liberty  Head  and  Indian  styles. 
Use  this  opportunity  to  add  to  your  type  set 
or  specialized  collection. 

1840  EF40.  A  sharp  and  very  attractive 

specimen  of  this  early  issue . 675.00 

1841  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  from  the 

early  years  of  designer  Christian  Gobrecht’s 
long-lived  Coronet  eagle  series  ( 1838-1907). 
Highly  lustrous  for  the  grade,  with  reflec¬ 
tive  reverse  surface . 1,095.00 


Lustrous  and  Rare  1842  $10 


1842  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  scarce  and  desirable 
date,  particularly  at  this  and  higher  grades. 


A  nice  coin  for  the  grade.  Generous 
amounts  of  mint  lustre  in  the  protected 
areas.  A  definite  value  at .  2,650.00 

This  scarce  (and  attractive)  coin  is  graded  AU-53  by  PCGS, 
but  is  priced  at  less  than  Coin  World  “Trends"  price  for  the 
same  date  at  the  AU-50  level.  It  would  seem  that  this  attractive 
specimen  is  a  good  value  in  today’s  marketplace. 

1843-0  EF45  (PCGS).  A  scarce  and  popular 
date  from  our  southernmost  mint.  Much 
mint  lustre  remains  on  satiny  golden 
surfaces.  A  scattering  of  rich  violet  toning 
is  noted  for  accuracy.  The  first  phone  call 
gets  this  for  just . 725.00 

1847  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  close  to  full  Mint 
State.  Sharply  struck.  Bright  yellow  gold. 
An  attractive  example  of  an  issue  which  is 
quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  1,250.00 


1851  AU-55  (NGC).  A  scarce  and  underrated 

Philadelphia  Mint  eagle,  a  date  that  is  gener¬ 
ally  encountered  in  the  VF  to  EF  range. 
Choice  for  the  grade,  with  a  sharp  strike  and 
much  aesthetic  appeal .  2,250.00 

1851-0  EF45  (PCGS).  A  very  popular  New 
Orleans  eagle  issue.  Breen-6898,  hollow 
ring  atop  second  vertical  stripe  in  reverse 
field.  Much  lustre  remains . 825.00 

The  tiny  hollow  ring  atop  the  second  vertical  stripe  in  the 
reverse  shield  closely  resembles  a  small  O  mintmark. 

1852  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  scarce  in  all  grades 

and  moderately  rare  in  AU  and  higher. 
Satiny  surfaces  display  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  and  a  minimum  of  abrasions.  When 
one  considers  that  MS-60  specimens  of 
this  date  have  sold  for  over  $5,000,  this 
choice  AU  example  becomes  a  “bargain” 
at  just .  1,450.00 


1855  AU-58  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  grades 
and  only  infrequently  offered  in  AU.  An 
attractive  “slider”  with  just  a  hint  of 
rubbing  on  the  high  points.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  deep  olive  and  gold  high¬ 
lights.  Aesthetically  appealing.  1,995.00 


Memorable  1855-S  $10 


1855-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  prized  rar¬ 
ity  in  all  grades.  Just  9,000  eagles  were 
coined  in  San  Francisco  this  year,  and 
the  majority  of  the  survivors  are  seen  in 
lower  grades  than  that  offered  here. 
Much  original  lustre  remains  on  frosty 
golden  surfaces .  4,450.00 


1880  MS-61  (NGC).  A  lot  of  coin  for  the 
money.  Frosty  surfaces  with  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  and  a  minimum  of  contact 
marks.  An  affordable  19th-century  eagle 
priced  to  sell . 595.00 

1880- 0  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  well-known  rarity 

from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  Nearly  al¬ 
ways  encountered  in  VF  to  EF,  seldom 
seen  in  AU  or  higher.  This  EF45  speci¬ 
men  would  be  a  welcome  addition  to  any 
eagle  collection .  1,495.00 

1881- CC  EF45  (NGC).  Much  original  mint 

lustre  still  remains . 975.00 


1882-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  very  rare  and 
underrated  Carson  City  eagle.  Just  6,764 
pieces  were  coined  this  year,  and  surviv¬ 
ing  specimens  are  eagerly  sought  in  all 
grades.  A  lovely  coin,  exhibiting  moder¬ 
ate  wear  but  very  few  contact  marks  of 
any  consequence.  Generous  amounts  of 
mint  lustre  repose  in  the  recessed  areas. 
The  Carson  City  Mint  specialist  will  like 

this  coin .  2,350.00 

1882-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  desirable  rarity 
from  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  10,820  eagles 
were  coined  in  our  southernmost  mint 
this  year,  and  the  vast  majority  of  survi¬ 
vors  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  range.  A  nice 
opportunity  to  take  a  “step  up”  from  the 
usual  grade  range.  Reflective  surfaces 
with  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  coin  for  the  grade .  1,650.00 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Frequently  encoun¬ 
tered  in  the  VF  to  EF  range,  but  a  rarity 
of  some  renown  in  Uncirculated  grades. 
Very  pleasing  for  the  grade,  with  satiny 
surfaces  displaying  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  hint  of  pale  rose.  A  few  very  light 
marks  keep  this  from  a  much  higher 
grade.  A  nice  opportunity  to  acquire  an 
aesthetically  appealing  rarity. .  1,850.00 
1887  AU-58  (NGC).  A  moderately  scarce  date 
in  all  grades.  This  choice  AU  specimen 
would  be  a  welcome  addition  to  any 
collection.  Lustrous  surfaces  display  the 
faintest  hint  of  rubbing  on  the  high  points. 
Choice  for  the  grade  and  attractively 
priced . 725.00 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  and 
underrated  date,  particularly  in  Mint 
State . 2,650.00 

PCGS  has  certified  just  10  at  MS-61,  with  only  1 1  higher. 

1893-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  One  of  just  17,000 
eagles  coined  in  New  Orleans  this  year, 
and  very  desirable  at  the  Uncirculated 
grade  level.  Radiant  cartwheel  lustre  on 
frosty  surfaces.  An  attractive  coin  for  the 
grade .  850.00 


NUMISMATIC  RESEARCH: 

On  the  Truthfulness  of  Mint  Officers 
(in  1881) 


W.  Elliot  Woodward,  one  of  the  best- 
known  dealers  of  his  genera¬ 
tion,  had  this  to  say  in  his 
auction  catalogue  of  April 
4-7,  1881: 

In  the  catalogue  of  my 
33rd  sale  [current  sale  is 
titled  36th],  No.  1508  is 
“1879  Gold  Dollar,  far  rarer 
than  the  1858  silver  dollar.” 

This  statement  is  an  error  which 
I  will  explain. 

On  the  22nd  day  of  December, 

1879, 1  called  at  the  Mint  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  in  conversation  with  one  of 
the  officers  or  clerks,  he  gave  me  the 
information  that  only  27  gold  Proof  sets 
had  been  struck  up  to  that  date,  and  that  a 


large  proportion  of  that  small  number  re¬ 
mained  unsold;  he  also  informed  me  that 
27  was  the  entire  number  struck  of 
gold  dollars  and  three  dollar  pieces, 
and  that  there  would  probably  be 
no  more  made  during  the  year. 
Influenced  by  this  statement  I 
purchased  a  gold  set,  and 
until  recently  was  not  aware 
that  the  actual  issue  of 
these  two  gold  coins  ex¬ 
ceeded  one  thousand  each. 
I  beg  to  offer  an  apol¬ 
ogy  to  collectors  for  so  far 
forgetting  myself  as  to  make 
any  statement  for  fact,  based  on  infor¬ 
mation  obtained  from  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States. 
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1895-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Typically  encoun¬ 
tered  in  grades  of  EF  to  AU,  and  quite 
desirable  at  this  level.  Frosty  surfaces 
display  strong  cartwheel  lustre. .  895.00 
1895-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  popular  date  from 
our  southernmost  mint  Frosty  surfaces 
display  warm  cartwheel  lustre. ...  795.00 
1898-S  MS-61  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example 
of  a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Frosty 
surfaces  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 


tre . 695.00 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS) .  1,250.00 

1901  MS-63  (NGC) .  1,250.00 


1903-0  MS61  (NGC).  A  popular  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  eagle.  An  aesthetically 
appealing  coin  for  the  grade,  with  strong 
cartwheel  lustre  and  frosty  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 625.00 

19040  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  attractive  coin  with 
the  aesthetic  appeal  of  a  much  higher  grade. 

Lustrous.  Don’t  miss  this  one .  425.00 

1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS62  (PCGS).  Presi¬ 
dent  Theodore  Roosevelt  personally 
objected  to  the  use  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
on  our  nation’s  coinage,  considering  it  to 
be  a  sacrilege.  Thus,  when  his  friend 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  created  the  1907 
$10  and  $20  designs,  they  lacked  the 
motto,  despite  the  fact  that  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  has  been  used  on  earlier  designs 
of  these  denominations  since  1866.  In 
1908,  Congress  intervened  and  restored 


the  motto . 850.00 

1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS61  (PCGS).  650.00 

1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  525.00 

1908  No  Motto.  MS61  (NGC) . 895.00 


1908-D  Large  Motto.  MS-62  (NGC).  The  first 
year  of  Indian  eagle  coinage  to  bear  the 
motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  Satiny, 
mattelike  surfaces  display  warm  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre.  An  altogether  pleasing 
example  of  this  issue . 895.00 

1908- D  With  Motto.  EF40  (PCGS). .  525.00 

1909- D  MS60  (NGC).  A  very  popular  Den¬ 

ver  Mint  issue.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade, 
with  frosty  surfaces  and  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre .  995.00 

1912-S  MS60  (PCGS).  A  scarce  branch  mint 
issue,  particularly  at  the  Uncirculated 
level.  Finer  than  the  assigned  grade  im¬ 
plies.  Frosty  surfaces  with  pale  rose  and 


olive  highlights . 950.00 

1914-D  MS60  (PCGS) . 525.00 


1916-S  MS60  (NGC).  An  attractive  speci¬ 
men  from  the  only  mint  to  produce 
eagles  this  year;  Philadelphia’s  and 
Denver’s  coinage  presses  were  kept  busy 
with  other  denominations.  Frosty  sur¬ 
faces  exhibit  pale  olive  highlights.  The 
coin  has  an  aesthetic  quality  approach¬ 
ing  a  much  higher  grade . 825.00 


DOUBLE  EAGLES 


If  double  eagles  are  your  forte,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place.  We  guarantee  you 
will  be  pleased  with  our  quality  and  the 
value  obtained  for  the  price  paid.  We  offer  an 
attractive  selection  of  19th-  and  20th-cen¬ 
tury  issues. 

1851  AU-50  (NGC).  Coined  in  the  second 
year  of  regular-issue  double  eagle  coin¬ 
age.  A  decent  coin  for  the  grade, 
attractively  priced  at . 695.00 


Satisfaction 

Guaranteed! 

We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased 
with  the  technical  grade  (AU-50,  MS63 
or  whatever),  the  aesthetic  quality,  and 
the  price  paid  with  each  and  every  pur¬ 
chase,  or  your  money  back!  All  certified 
coins  carry  a  seven-day  money  back 
guarantee,  and  uncertified  pieces  can  be 
returned  within  30  days.  In  actuality,  we 
doubt  if  any  pieces  at  all  will  be  returned 
from  this  listing,  but  our  guarantee  is 
there  for  you. 

CALL  TOLL-FREE  TO 
PLACE  YOUR  ORDER 
1-800-222-5993 


Take  Advantage! 

This  “Special  Gold  Issue”  gives  you  first  chance  at  many  outstanding  purchases  made 
at  the  recent  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention,  where  Dave  Bowers,  Ray 
Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt  were  busy  from  morning  until  night  examing  thousands  of 
coins  and  selecting  ones  we  felt  to  be  an  excellent  combination  of  quality  and  value.  In  this 
issue  of  The  Coin  Collector,  you  have  the  opportunity  to  pick  out  what  you  would  like 
before  these  pieces  are  widely  advertised  in  general  numismatic  publications.  We  expect 
many  pieces  to  sell  quickly,  so  order  as  soon  as  possible.  Most  pieces  are  one-of-a-kind  in 
our  stock. 


1858  AU-58  (NGC).  A  scarce  date  from  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  Reflective  fields  and 
frosted  design  motifs  form  a  pleasing  con¬ 
trast  Just  a  hint  of  rubbing  on  the  high 
points.  A  desirable  double  eagle.  2,095.00 
1860  AU-55  (NGC).  A  moderately  scarce  date 
despite  a  generous  mintage  of  577,670 
pieces.  Nearly  full  mint  brilliance  remains, 
despite  a  small  stay  in  circulation.  A  nice 
Type  I  double  eagle  for  only .  1,650.00 


Possible  “Confederate”  1861-0  $20 


1861-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  The  final  double 
eagle  issue  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint 
until  1879.  In  1861  New  Orleans  pro¬ 
duced  double  eagles  for  the  United 
States,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
for  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
after  the  takeover  of  the  mint  by  the 
C.S.A.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no  proven 
diagnostic  to  determine  whether  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  date  were  struck  for  the 
U.S.A.  or  the  C.S.A.,  although  Walter 
Breen  surmised  “possibly  the  rebel 
strikings  are  those  with  the  greatest 
weakness  at  base  of  date.”  If  Breen’s 
theory  is  correct,  this  specimen  could  be 
a  C.S.A.  striking,  as  the  bottoms  of  the 
date  numerals  are  very  weakly  struck.  A 
pleasing  coin  for  the  grade,  with  much 
lustre  and  rich  golden  toning.  3,950.00 


Notable  Quality  1862  $20 


1862  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  date, 
struck  during  the  second  year  of  the 
Civil  War.  Nearly  always  encountered 
in  VF  to  EF,  and  a  prize  of  some  renown 
at  the  AU  level.  A  nice  coin  for  the 
grade,  with  strong  design  elements  and 
much  lustre  evident . 3,650.00 


Desirable  1864  $20 


1864  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  desirable  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  double  eagle  issue  that  is  scarce 
in  all  grades.  Choice  for  the  grade  with 
reflective  surfaces  and  frosty  motifs  dis¬ 
playing  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  An  elusive 
Civil  War  era  double  eagle .  2,950.00 


High  Grade  1866-S  Motto  $20 


1866-S  With  Motto.  AU-53  (NGC).  From  the 
first  year  of  Type  II  double  eagle  coinage, 
and  the  first  branch  mint  double  eagle  to 
bear  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  A 
pleasing  coin  for  the  grade  with  much 
mint  lustre  remaining  on  frosty  surfaces. 
A  popular  type  coin .  2,950.00 

Lustrous  1867-S  Double  Eagle 


1867- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  scarce  mint  issue. 

Infrequently  offered  at  the  AU  or  higher 
level,  and  highly  desirable  as  such.  A  few 
scattered  marks  and  a  hint  of  rubbing 
from  a  brief  stay  in  circulation.  Choice  for 
the  grade .  2,695.00 

1868- S  AU-50  (NGC).  Another  desirable 

branch  mint  issue  only  infrequently  of¬ 
fered  in  AU.  Rich  golden  lustre  on  both 
sides .  1,495.00 

1869- S  AU-55  (NGC).  A  scarce  and  popular 

double  eagle.  Pleasing  for  the  grade,  with 
pale  rose  on  lustrous  surfaces.  A  fairly 
scarce  branch  mint  issue .  1,750.00 


1870  AU-50  (PCGS).  Moderately  rare  at  the 
AU  level.  A  choice  double  eagle  for  the 
grade,  with  generous  amounts  of  mint 
lustre  and  strong  eye  appeal.  A  few  tiny 
marks  are  noted,  but  still  pleasing  over¬ 
all.  A  “golden”  opportunity .  1,950.00 

1870-S  AU-55  (NGC).  A  very  scarce  branch 
mint  issue  in  AU  or  higher.  Reflective 
fields  and  frosted  devices  display  strong 
cartwheel  lustre.  A  few  scattered  marks 
are  noted,  but  still  aesthetically  appeal¬ 
ing  overall . 1,195.00 

1872  MS-60.  Some  light  scratches  behind 
head,  thus  we  price  it  as  if  a  much 
lower  grade.  Your  satisfaction  is  guar¬ 
anteed . 595.00 


1873-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  popular  rarity 
from  Nevada’s  capital  city  mint  A  date  that 
is  seldom  encountered  in  AU  or  finer, 
making  this  EF45  specimen  an  attractive 
opportunity.  Choice  for  the  grade,  some 
rubbing  on  the  high  points,  but  displaying 
a  minimum  of  contact  marks. ...  2,350.00 
1873-S  MS-60  (NGC).  A  scarce  date  at  this 


level,  and  considered  quite  rare  in  higher 
grades.  Reflective  surfaces  and  frosty 
design  elements.  Strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre.  More  attractive  than  the  assigned 
grade  implies .  1,850.00 

1874  MS60  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  in  all 

grades  despite  a  moderately  high  mintage 
of 366,780  business  strikes.  Frosty  golden 
surfaces  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre. 
Slightly  finer  than  the  assigned  grade 
implies,  and  a  good  value . 1,750.00 

1874-S  MS60  (NGC).  Although  more  than 
1.2  million  business  strikes  were  coined 
in  San  Francisco  this  year,  the  1874-S 
double  eagle  is  considered  quite  scarce  in 
Uncirculated.  This  glittering  golden  speci¬ 
men  is  slightly  finer  than  the  assigned 
grade  with  reflective  fields  and  frosty 
devices  displaying  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre .  1,650.00 

1875  MS-61  (PCGS).  Nearly  always  offered 

in  VF  to  EF,  with  strictly  Uncirculated 
specimens  being  quite  scarce.  Frosty  sur¬ 
faces  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and 
pale  olive  toning .  1,095.00 


1876-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  A  popular  branch 
mint  issue  from  the  final  year  of  Type  II 
double  eagle  coinage.  Deep  golden  sur¬ 


faces .  1,950.00 

1877  AU-50  (NGC) . 695.00 


1877- S  MS61  (NGC).  Very  scarce  in  Uncircu¬ 

lated  grades,  despite  a  moderately  high 
mintage  of  nearly  1.8  million  coins.  Satiny 
surfaces  display  attractive  golden  lustre.  A 
choice  coin  for  the  grade . 1,395.00 

1878- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Very  difficult  to 

locate  Uncirculated.  This  pleasing 
branch  mint  double  eagle  displays  over¬ 
all  quality  beyond  the  assigned  grade. 
Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces  with  attrac¬ 
tive  olive  highlights . 1,695.00 

1881-S  MS-60  (NGC).  A  scarce  and  under¬ 
rated  date  in  Uncirculated.  Frosty  and 
lustrous,  marginally  finer  than  the  typical 
MS-60  specimen .  1,650.00 

1883- CC  AU-55  (NGC).  Among  the  most 

popular  of  all  Carson  City  double  eagles. 
Sharp  and  lustrous  for  the  grade,  with 
some  deep  gold  and  olive  highlights  on 
the  reverse . 1,895.00 

1884- CC  EF45  (NGC).  A  popular  Carson 

City  Mint  double  eagle.  Much  lustre  re¬ 
mains  in  the  recessed  areas . 750.00 

1884- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  popular  branch 

mint  issue,  and  a  very  pleasing  coin  for 
the  grade.  Satiny  surfaces  display  strong 
cartwheel  lustre  and  attractive  olive  ton¬ 
ing.  Choice  for  the  grade .  1,650.00 

1885- S  MS-60  (NGC).  A  moderately  scarce 

date  at  this  grade  level.  Fully  lustrous 
and  sharply  struck.  A  nice  Uncirculated 
specimen .  675.00 

1888-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Another  popular  branch 
mint  issue.  Highly  lustrous  and  slightly  finer 
than  the  assigned  grade  implies .  650.00 

1890  MS-61  (NGC).  Top  of  1  in  date 
repunched.  A  moderately  scarce  date  in 
Uncirculated,  one  of  just  75,940  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  coined  in  Philadelphia  this 
year.  Very  pleasing  for  the  grade,  with 
reflective  fields  and  frosted  design  ele¬ 
ments .  1,350.00 

1890-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  1,595.00 


1892-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  A  scarce  Carson 
City  double  eagle  issue,  one  of  just 
27,265  coined  in  the  penultimate  year 
of  this  mint’s  operations.  Attractive 
for  the  grade  with  reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  displaying  strong 
cartwheel  lustre .  1,950.00 
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1894  MS61  (PCGS) . 675.00 

1898  M'S-61  (NGC).  A  scarce  and 
underappreciated  date  at  this  level.  Lovely 
for  the  assigned  grade,  with  some  claims 
to  a  higher  grade.  Attractive  cartwheel 
lustre  and  pale  olive  highlights  add  to  the 
overall  appeal . 925.00 

1905  M&60  (NGC).  Easily  the  rarest  of  all 

20th-century  Liberty  double  eagles,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  Mint  State.  For  many  years  the 
1905  has  been  recognized  as  a  classic,  and 
the  appearance  of  an  Uncirculated  example 
has  always  been  a  occasion  of  numismatic 
importance.  Over  the  years  we  have  handled 
very  few  of  these .  1,450.00 

1906  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  this  grade. 
Attractive,  with  a  minimum  of  tiny  marks 
noted  for  accuracy.  Highly  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  add  to  the  overall  appeal. ..  895.00 


Exceptional  1907-D  $20 


1907-D  Liberty.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lus¬ 
trous,  satiny,  frosty  surfaces.  One  of  the 
very  Finest  in  existence . 5,450.00 


1907  Saint-Gaudens.  MS-64  (NGC).  Arabic 
numerals.  Lustrous  mattelike  golden  sur¬ 
faces  display  attractive  rose  and  olive 
toning  highlights.  A  popular  date,  the 
first  in  the  Saint  Gaudens  double  eagle 
series  to  display  the  date  in  Arabic  numer¬ 
als  (rather  than  Roman  numerals).  A 

lovely  coin  for  the  grade .  1,650.00 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  MS-62  (NGC).  Arabic 
numerals  date  style.  Radiant  cartwheel 
lustre  and  pale  olive  toning  highlight  the 
overall  appeal  of  this  attractive  coin. 
Virtually  as  nice  as  many  MS-63  speci¬ 
mens  offered  in  today’s  numismatic 


market . 695.00 

1908- D  No  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  frosty 

example . 595.00 

1909- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 825.00 

1910- D  MS-63  (NGC) . 675.00 

1910-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 675.00 


1910-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  specimen 
of  this  popular  San  Francisco  issue, 
scarcer  than  generally  realized.  1,650.00 
1910-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Considerably  scarcer 
than  the  1910  and  1910-D  issues  de¬ 
spite  a  mintage  that  is  nearly  five  times 
as  large!  Satiny  golden  surfaces  display 
attractive  olive  toning  and  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 575.00 


1911-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  brilliant 

gem . 995.00 

1911-D  MS-63  (NGC) . 650.00 

1911-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1911-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  golden 
specimen  of  a  popular  Denver  Mint  is¬ 
sue . 575.00 

1913-D  MS-62  (NGC).  A  very  popular 
branch  mint  issue.  Very  attractive 

for  the  grade . 650.00 

19 13-S  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very 
attractive  specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest- 
mintages  (only  34,000  struck)  issues  in 
the  Saint-Gaudens  series.  First  order  gets 

it  for  only .  1,895.00 

19 13-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just 
a  whisper  away  from  full  Mint  State. 
Exceedingly  popular  due  to  its  low 

mintage . 795.00 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  While  some  in  the 
past  have  nonchalantly  consider  this  to 
be  a  “common  date,”  a  statistical  review 
reveals  that  at  a  Mint  State  level  such  as 
this,  the  1914  is  quite  scarce.  Most 
none  examples  are  significantly  lower 

in  grade . 1,850.00 

1914  AU-55 . 550.00 


You’ll  Like  the 
Quality! 

Dave  Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and  Mark 
Borckardt  were  very  “fussy”  when  they 
were  buying  coins  at  the  recent  ANA 
Convention.  This  attention  to  detail  pays 
off  in  the  quality  you  receive  from  us.  Not 
only  will  you  like  the  price  paid,  you’ll 
like  the  appearance  of  each  piece  you 
select  In  fact,  we  guarantee  it! 


1914-D  MS-63  (NGC) . 650.00 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1914-D  AU-55 . 540.00 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC) . 650.00 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1914- S  AU-58 . 560.00 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS) . 715.00 

1915- S  MS-63  (NGC) . 650.00 

1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  strong  cartwheel  lustre . 650.00 

1922- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous,  brilliant,  and  quite  scarce.  975.00 

1923- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 795.00 

1924  MS-63  (NGC) . 650.00 


1924-D  MS-61  (NGC).  For  many  decades  the 
1924-D  has  been  a  great  classic  among 
Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles.  It  is  believed 
that  fewer  than  a  couple  hundred  are 
known  to  exist  The  present  specimen  is 
lustrous  and  frosty  and  will  be  attraction 
in  any  specialized  collection . 2,650.00 


Choice  1924-S  $20 


1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Well  struck 
and  especially  frosty  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  nicest  you’ll  ever  see  at  this  grade  level, 
or  near  it  Traditionally,  one  of  the  most 
desired  rarities  of  the  1920s .  4,950.00 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem.  Attractive 
rose  and  olive  toning  highlights.  1,295.00 


1925  MS-63  (NGC) . 650.00 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS) . 650.00 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

All  coins  guaranteed  genuine. 

30-day  return  privilege  (7  days  for  cer¬ 
tified  coins). 

Photo  grade  and  ANA  grading. 

Visa,  Mastercard,  and  American 
Express  accepted. 

Please  add  $3.00  postage  on  all  orders 
under  $300.00. 


1926  MS-62  (NGC) . 650.00 

1927  MS-63  (NGC) . 650.00 

1928  MS-63  (NGC) . 650.00 


We  have  just  acquired  a  nice  group  of  nearly  a  dozen 
splendid  MS-63  (NGC)  coins,  hand-picked  for  quality.  If  you 
have  been  looking  for  a  particularly  nice  example  for  a  type 
set,  you  search  ends  right  here. 


COMMEMORATIVE 
GOLD  COINS 


Our  offering  of  commemorative  gold  coins 
consists  of  a  number  of  interesting  and 
important  gold  dollars  plus  a  nice  selection 
of  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagles. 

1922  Grant  No  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Bright  yellow  gold.  A  small  copper 
spot  is  noted  between  the  L’s  of  DOL¬ 
LAR.  With  the  general  appearance 
and  lustre  of  a  higher  grade  coin. 
Very  attractive  overall .  1,895.00 


1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  devices  and 
prooflike  fields . 3,950.00 

These  pieces  were  sold  to  visitors  at  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Centennial  Exposition  in  Portland,  Oregon.  Charles  E.  Bar¬ 
ber  created  the  designs.  Only  10,025  examples  were  issued. 


1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very  appealing  from 

the  aesthetic  perspective . 2,450.00 

1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-62 

(PCGS) .  1,650.00 


1905  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-61 

(NGC) .  1,295.00 

This  is  the  rarest  of  all  commemorative  gold  dollar  varieties. 

1905  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-55 

(ANACS  Cache) . 539.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar. 
Jefferson.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  frosty.  A  splendid  specimen.  Both 
the  Jefferson  portrait  and  McKinley  por¬ 
trait  types  are  eagerly  sought.  1,195.00 

Thomas  Jefferson  was  president  at  the  time  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Purchase.  William  McKinley  sanctioned  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition. 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar. 
McKinley.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

frosty .  1,650.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar. 
McKinley.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 


untoned .  1,095.00 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64 

(PCGS) .  1,325.00 

1916McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS63.  Fully  proof  like 
obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! .  995.00 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant,  frosty,  attractive . 995.00 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Frosty  devices  with  satiny  fields.  A  desir¬ 
able  issue  having  a  mintage  of  just  5,000 
pieces.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  collec¬ 
tor .  1,495.00 

The  rarity  of  the  1 9 1 7  McKinley  gold  dollar  was  not  widely 
none  until  recent  times,  when  its  availability  began  to  be 
studied  closely.  Today,  it  is  recognized  as  a  key  to  the  series. 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 950.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS- 
64  (PCGS).  Attractive  lustrous 
example .  1,595.00 

Designed  by  Charles  Keck.  This  was  one  of  five  different 
commemorative  coins  (the  half  dollar,  gold  dollar,  $2.50,  and  two 
varieties  of  $50)  distributed  by  Faran  Zerbe,  a  prominent 
numismatist  at  the  1915  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposi¬ 
tion  in  San  Francisco.  Zerbe  had  a  special  exhibit  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Building  (a  structure  which  still  stands  today  and  which  is  used 
for  civic  purposes).  Distribution  of  the  coins  continued  in  the 
following  year,  1916,  after  which  unsold  pieces  were  melted. 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 1,195.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS- 

64  (NGC) .  1,395.00 

Issued  to  commemorate  the  150th  anniversary  of  American 
independence.  J.R.  Sinnock  prepared  the  designs.  The  reverse 
feature  a  depiction  of  Philadelphia’s  Independence  Hall. 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS- 

64  (PCGS) .  1,395.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  All  satiny  and  attractive.  795.00 
1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 
(PCGS) . 350.00 

TERRITORIAL 
GOLD  COINS 


Rare  1852  W,  M.  &  Co. 
Large  Head  $10 


1852  Wass  Molitor  &  Co.  Large 
Head.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 
specimen  of  this  issue;  seldom  seen  this 
nice,  rarely  finer . 3,950.00 

Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  was  a  latecomer  to  the  minting  of  gold 
coins  in  San  Francisco,  but  in  the  years  from  1852  onward 
they  made  good  use  of  their  time.  Their  products,  ranging  in 
denomination  from  $5  to  $50,  were  well  respected  in  commer¬ 
cial  and  banking  circles. 


How 

By  Mail:  Bowers  and  Merena 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

To 

By  Telephone:  Toll  free  (800)  222-5993 
(In  New  Hampshire  569-5095) 

Order 

By  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 

KEEP 

The  Coin  Collector 

COMING! 


Do  you  want  to  receive  the  next  issue 
of  The  Coin  Collector?  If  the  answer 
is  YES,  simply  do  one  of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

□  Order  $25  or  more  worth  of  items 
from  this  issue,  and  the  next  few 
issues  will  come  your  way.  (If  you 
have  already  ordered  from  any  of  the 
four  previous  issues,  you  will  auto¬ 
matically  receive  copies.) 

□  Send  $19  for  a  full  year's  sub¬ 


scription  to  The  Coin  Collector  AND 
The  Rare  Coin  Review,  America’s 
leading  rare  coin  magazine  (six  is¬ 
sues,  list  price  $10  each).  A  value  of 
over  $75. 

□  Send  $79  for  a  full  year’s  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  all  Bowers  and  Merena  publica¬ 
tions  including  The  Coin  Collector, 
The  Rare  Coin  Review  and  all  our 
Grand  Format™  auction  catalogues,  a 
value  of  over  $200  if  purchased  sepa¬ 
rately! 


Yes!  ^ 

□  Please  send  The  Coin  Collector  as 
well  as  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  ($19) 

□  Please  send  a  full  subscription.  ($79) 


Name 


Address 


City  State  Zip 

Return  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Dept 
Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

I've  enclosed  my  □  Check  □  Money 
Order  or  charge  to  my  (check  one) 
□  Visa  □  MC  □  AmEx 


Credit  Card  Number  Exp.  Date 


